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Ward Mayor. 


Martts viceſmo quinto die Januari 1680. Annog; 
Regni Regis Caroli Secundi Anglie, Wc. xxxii. 


His Court doth defire Mr. Hollmeworth to 

Print his Sermon, preached at the Guild- 

hall-Chappel on the laſt Lords-day, before the 
Lord Mayo and Aldermen of this City. 


Was ſtaffe. 
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TO'THRE 


Right Honourable 


Sr. Patience Ward) 
| KNIGHT, 


Lord Mayor 


& Of the CITY of 


LONDON. 


My Lord, 
& is not yet two years ago, ſmce the Right 
Reverend , and my ever Honoured Dioce _ 

the Lord Biſhop of London, was pleaſe our 

of his great zeal again Popery and its further 
ſpread: 
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6 - The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſpreading, to appoint Conferences in the ſeveral Rural 
Deaneries throughout his Diocefs , where the ſubjeFt of N 
the Debates ordered by himſelf, were the Half-Com- ho 4 
munion, the Praying in an unknown Tongue, and the 
Invocation of Saints and Angels ; and amongſt many 2 
o*hers, he was pleaſed to lay his Commands upon my 

ſelf, to take an account ( after a Sermon preached ts 

the Countrey upm the occaſion ) of the ſenſe of my Bre- 

thren, im that quarter where I live, who did fo well 

acquit themſelves, gave ſuch Arguments agamſt the | 
thmgs debated, that there was plam demonſtration of 
09d Readinz,” and as good digeſtion, "This together 
With thoſe weighty and ſolid Sermons, that were preach- 
ed im your great City about that time againſt the Tnno- 
V.1tions of the Church of Rome, by a number of 
Cleroy-men', than which never better certainly lived 
within theſe Lines, ( T will not except the time of the 
late War , though ſo much applauded by ſome men ) 
made me certainly conclude, that the old pretences againſt 
the Church of England-men were laid aſide, and the 
leaſt that could be allowed us was, © that we were goo 
and ſourd Proteſtants ; but contrary to my expefation, 
with a Yery little while Tfound all that we could ſay or 
do, pre or -fpeach,- ſignified nothing ; for ma great E710 
mary Pamphlets that then flew abroad, we were called | 
[ Papiſts m Maſquerade, or at leaſt Popiſhly affefted. 
$-- Which when 1 read ſo frequently, T began, to. wonder 
i whence 
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whence this imputation ſhould ariſe, fer I thought if = 
Oaths and Subſcriptions, if Publi. k Declarations were 
convincing , we were out of danger : but at laſt 1 
thought Iputched right, and found the true Spring from 
whence theſe bitter ſtreams did ifJſue ; I concluded there 
were a compeny of dangerous perſons, . ſpurred on either 
by poverty or principles of malice againſt the preſent 
Government, who made uſe of theſe refleftions at the 
ſame rate, the Papiſts do of the name of F-retick, to 
be a Word to the People , to beget m them an 6di- 
um arainſt the Church and Church-men , that ſo 
when opportunity ſerved , they might belp theſe ſub- 
tle Deſigners , to: get. into the high places of tle 
Earth once again, and to feed upon the fat of Lands, 
1ow. in the hands of ther true Proprietors. And here 
T reſted my thoughts, ane have had no reaſon ever face 
tocchange them ; but h3wever, at the ſame time the In 
putation beg fo baſe, and withal of ſs bad cn tnſiuence, 
I was reſolved to take all opportunities to prevent its 
further ſpreading, fo far as my poor Talent would ena- 
ble me ( for T was heartily concerned fer the Proteſtant” 
Religion, to fee endeavours made to cit off ſuch a 
vaſt number of good and great men from her Intereſt ) 


be) > a i /7J . . 
and that Reſolution gave birth to this Difcourſe before 


your Lordſhip. Wherem T have [poke nothing but 


what came from my full ſatisfattion of mind, and what 
all my Brethren T doubt not will ſubſcribe to as truth, 
Loi | and 
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and therefore T hope for the time to. come, theſe men will 
be aſhamed to fling this kind of dirt in our faces. But, 
my Lord, upon this Argument Tfind my ſelf ſo much 4 
out-done by the excellent Dean of St. Pauls, m his =. 
Preface before his late incomparable Book, that Twill 
fay no more, but wiſh your famous, and well regulated 
City, » all Peace, Happineſs and Plenty, your Lord- 
ſhip a proſperous and undiſturbed Government for the G 
remainder of. your time , and the continuation of the Os 
Proteſtant Religion amonz ſt you as long as the. World 
ſtands, which my Lord is, and ſhall ever be, the Hearty 
Prayer of , ; 


Your Lordſhips moſt 


— - 


Humble Servant, 


Richard Hollingworth. 


Pſalm 74. latter end of the 2oth Verſe. 


For the dark places of the Earth are full of the Hz- 
bitations of Cruelty. | | 


Rue Religion conſidered abſtrattly in it ſelf [ 
from the intereſts and defigns of men, is the 1 
moſt harmleſs and peaceable thing in th 
World, and enjoyns its followers nothing 

but what tends to preſerve Amity and Love, Neigh- 

bourhood and Correſpondence, and indeed every thing 

that renders the converſation of mankind agreeable : 

and pleaſant : and many of thoſe ſtirs and commoti- 

ons that have hapned in Chriſtendome, ever ſince ſhe 

had any authority therein, have aroſe about Religion 

indeed, but never from her; that is, never from her 

countenance and encouragement , from her influence 

or natural tendency : And ſo long as the firſt ages of 

Chriſtianity _ up themſelves to her Government 

and guidance, 1c 


Wo 


0 long as their zeal was kindled from 
her pure and unmixed fire, and they aimed no further 
than the true underſtanding of her ſo far as to condu&t 
them to Heaven, fo long men lived like that they were 
deſigned for, namely Soctable Creatures, at Unity 
among themſelves, and the World was in its Golden 
age, and Religion got a name and vogue in moſt places, 
and by the ſweet behaviour an4 aitable carriage of 
thoſe who were her Votaries, ſhe ſpread her Wings 
B from - 
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from Eaſt to Weſt, and took a compaſs almoſt round 
about the Earth. And the reaſon ſhe hath ſucceeded 
no better in theſe latter ages of the World, has .aroſe 
from thoſe unnatural diſturbances, thoſe horrid Plots, 
thoſe wicked contrivances, thoſe bloody Maſſacres , 
that have beerr ated upon the ſtage of the World, out 
of a pretence of kindneſs to Religion ; and men that 
were through the influence of their luſts, unwi/ling 
to take her yoke about their necks, have been very rea- 
dy to arm themſelves with ſuchan argument ; to wit, 
that {he hath done no good to the ſeveral bodies and. 
ranks of men, but in a great many ages been an In- 
{trument, or at leaſt an occaſion of the moſt villainous 
aQtions that ever were committed in the face of the Sun 
it ſelf, and have argued themſelves out of all kindneſs 
for her, out of a pretence, that had ſhe been what ſhe 
pretended, men, who were ſo zealous for her further 
obtaining, could not be what they were, that is, Re- 
bels and Traytors, periidious and falſe, perjured and 
forſworn, and eaſily gained to any aCtion or enterprize, 
though never ſo abhorred by the general ſuffrage of 
mankind, while in any tolerable exerciſe of their 

realon. | | 
But yet thanks be to God though theſe have been 
the ſpecious Pleas of ſome men againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion, yet they could never make any unpreſſion, 
or get any footing amongſt wiſe and contidering, dil- 
paſſionate and unprejudiced men ; for they haye tound 
upon an impartial ſearch, that all theſe miſchiefs have 
ifſued from the luſts of men, either from their pride and 
ambition, or from their covetouſneſs and ſordidnels, and 
that when things are fairly examined, Religion is only 
made a Pack-horſe of to carry their falſe and counterteit 
wares up and down ; they;have ſound that when _— 
| Ert 


before the Lord-Mayor. y 
ſett that it is lawful to murther Kings, if they be excom- 
municated by the Pope, that his pretended Holineſs hath 
a power in order to Spirituals,to diſpoſe of the high places 
of the earth, and no man ought to ſay to him What doſt 
thou ? that rhere is no faith to be kept with Hereticks, 
and that Infallibility is tyed to the Romiſh Chair, and 
therefore he who ſtabs a Prince or blows up an Houſe 
by a command from thence , the aCGtion though never 
ſo diſmal is hallowed by that Authority ; I ſay wiſe men 
have found that theſe aſſertions were never by Religion 
truly conſidered, adopted into her family, but that ſhe 
renounces them all as ſpurious brood, as ſtrange fire 
that was never kindled upon her pure Altar. And 
good men who are not devoured by Intereſt, n6r 
taught by Pride, who are ſervants, obedient ſervants 
to naked Truth, they preſently find that all theſe Po- 
ſitions and all thoſe vile praCtices that proceed from 

theſe Poſitions, are hammered in the ſhop of Hell, and 
then fetched out of thoſe Regions of darkneſs, for ſays 
my Text, the dark plices of the Earth are full of the Habi- 
_ tations of Cruelty, Which words bear this ſenſe, and I 
hope *tis | ny and proper, namely, That all thoſe 
ations whereby men argue themſelves ſavage and in- 
humane, whereby they undermine the Interelt of So- 
cieties, and the peace of men umited in joynt bodies, 
all thoſe horrid invaſions of one anothers Right and 
Property, and making the ſtate of Nature, a meer 
ſtate of War, where the longeſt Sword, the ſtrongeſt 
Arm, the greateſt number carry all before them, that 
theſe things are done where 1s the leaſt knowledge, 
or where the true notices of things are intermixed 
with abundance of dark and deſtructive principles , 
where men are bribed to adulterate Truth with their 
own fooliſh inventions ; - for certainly there is no de- 
CARE | B 2 ſtroying 
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ſtroyime in-the Holy Mountain, when the knowled 
of God compatiles the Earth as the Waters cover the 
Sea, Whenmen are once truly enlightned with Divine, 
knowledge, it ſoftens their Spirits, and kindles the 
flame of Love in their Breaſts, and makes them tender, 
and compaſſionate, ſo that the miſeries of others are 
burthens to themſelves, and. they remember the afflt- 
tions of Joſeph, with that Sympathy and: ſorrow that, 
good men are wont to do in ſuch caſes, and if they 
touch the skirts of their Princes. garments, their Hearts. 
{mite them, or if they do the leaſt injury to the Fa-. 
therleſs and Widow , they ſtrike upon their Breaſts , 
and ſay, What have we done ? And-while(t men of no, 
Conſcience, but of unbridled luſts., of ambition that 
cannot be: bounded in., run over the Countreys., de-. 
moliſh the houſes, impriſon the perſons of their neigh- 
bours, oyer whom they have no juſt nor legal = :: 
then theſe men who. are- commanded by Religh-. 
on, keep within their own confines, and live within, 
thoſe bounds that both Natural and Poſitive Laws, 


nave made, and juſt do to others, as they themſelves. 


would be done to : for ſtill they are the dark pracingf 
the Earth that are the Habitations of Cruelty, either. 
where there is no Rehgion but what 1s-Idolarrous, or: 
elle where there 15 ſome of the true-Religion, but.mixt , 
with abundance of falſe Poſitions of fordid and baſe. 
principles of Dottrines,. as the Apoſtle ſays, of Devils, 
{ach as were forged in Hell; and brought upon earth. 
purely to abuſe the World, and ſerve the luſfts of men: 


So that what - I ſhall ngw diſcourſe upon is this, to. 


Wit, 


Do##: That Religion: rightly. fixed and truly under-. 


$qod, gives no countenance. or encouragement.to any, 


ation . 


are but twelve : and tho 
were fewer, ſo faras they were terms of Chriſtian Fel- 


% 
£ 
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attion of crueltyor inlumanity. Or-thus, They are ze 
dark places of the Earth, that is, where men are under 
great miſtakes of: Religion, that are the Habitations of 
Cruelty, And we have no better way to make this"out 
than by conſidering Religion (1.) In her Articles and 
Propoſitions of Faith, - (2.) In her Rules and Precepts 
of Life. (3.) In the influence that both theſe have 
upon men in their ſeveral, circumſtances. and conditi- 
ons: and upon a fair hearing we ſhall. fnd that none 
of theſe give any encouragement to vile and barbarous 
actions, and that men mult. fly in the face of, or turn 
their backs upon the firſt and natural.principles of Re- 
ligion, as well as thoſe that-are ſupernatural, before 
tliey can get leave of themſelves to do any action that 


- argues unnaturalneſs or Cruelty to their. f. low. Crea- 


tures. | 
Now as to the Articles of Faith, take them in their 
generally fixed and acknowledged number, and they 
zough I mult confeſs at firſt they 
lowſhip and Communion, and men were. baptized up- 
cn the ſingle acknowledgement of Jelus Chriit- being 
the Son of God ; yet a while after it was:thought con- 
venient to enlarge the conditions of mens Fellowſhip 
as Chriſtians, and tte twelve Articles were agreed up- 
on, and hugely celebrated by the-Blefſed Fathers, as 
the Form or -Exemplar of Doctrine, the Canon, a De-: 
ſcription of found Words, the Proportion or. Meaſure, 
of Faith, and ina word a ſhort Goſpel ; and what the 
Scripture did afirm ofthe whole Faith, that the Fathers- 
did apply to this Creed, as believing .t to contain all. 
that 1s neceſſary. And had men kept within. theſe lt- 
mits, the world had been very happy- indeed, 1n the- 
viſits that Chriſtianity bad made amongſt them , _ 
Ou; 
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as to the future concern of their Souls, but as to the 
well-being of Humane Societies : for I know nothing 

es and taftens men more to princtples of obedience 
and ſubje&ion than the Laws of this Religion, whoſe 
cauſe I am now engag*d in the Vindication of. And 
therefore the Papiſts, before they could involve the 
World in ſuch blood and wars, in ſuch ruines and deſo- 
lations, before they could trample upon the Rights of 
Princes and the Laws of Soveraignty, they were forced 
to frame new Articles of Faith, not heard of before, 
and therefore with the greater difficulty ſwallowed 
down by thoſe who had eyes in their Heads and cou- 
rage in their Hearts, and theſe they made the Inſtru- 
ments of their Cruelty ; ſo that though a man believes 
all that was neceſſary in the days of the Apoſtles, yet 
if he come not up to a belief of all they have by their 
uſurped Authority made neceſſary too, he mult be pro- 
ſcribed and doomed to Hell and the Devil, and be ut-, 
terly uncapable not only of Heaven hereafter, but © 
any Title to any juſt poſſeſſion here on Earth , which 
is conſpicuous and apparent .in the ſeveral Hiſtories of 
the laſt Centuries, Well, but our buſineſs at preſent 
is, not to be thus impoſed upon ; for thanks be tofGod 
we are not under that yoke, that was making for our 
necks a while ago; and therefore we will conſider , 
whether there be any allowance from theſe twelve Ar- 
ticlesof Faith which we call the Apoſtles Creed, to do 
any ation that 1s barbarous and cruel. 

1. The Belief of God the Father Almighty, maker 
of Heaven and Earth, Is there any conſequence from 
that, that we may rob Princes of their Thrones and 
Lives together, that we may deſtroy our Fellow Crea- 
tures, beccauſe they cannot ſee with our eyes, and give 
themiclves up to a belief of flat and Maſs CON- 

tradictions ? 


Sr idk 
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tradictions ? - No ſuch matter, he that believes in God, 
and hath but a tolerable Idea or Notion of him, he is 
better inſtructed thanſo; he believes ina God who is 
gracious and mercitul, flow to anger and abundant in 
goodneſs; he believes in a Being who made Heaven 
and Earth for the conveniency and delight of man, ſo 
far was he from meditating their ruine and deſtruQi- 
on, and theretore upon that account he can have no 
reaſon to do any thing that is bruitiſh or unman- 
like. 

Let us therefore conſider the next Article, and that 
is, Jeſus Chriſtour Lord; andpray tell me what encou- 
ragement there 1s from this Propoſition, to plot the ru- 
ine and utter deſolationofKingdomes & Families. Did 
Chriſt bring any principles with him from Heaven, . 
whereby he countenanced Rebellion, and put the Sword 
into the Subjects Hands, in order to wrelt the Scepter 
of Government from thoſe, who before were intruſted 

ith it? No ſuch matter, we find his Kingdome- was 
not of this World, and he commands St. Peter to put 
up his Sword, and his whole deportment was admura- 
bly {weet and courteous, and his ſubmiſſton to the Laws 
of the place where he was, 1s recorded down to the 
preſent Generation as every ways praiſe-worthy, as an. 
argument of a great and excellent Spirit : and therefore. 
thoſe men are but pretended not real Succellors of his, 
who make Laws and Edicts in his name, to diſpoſleſs. 
men both of their natural and civil Rights, who thun- 
der *out Woes and Curles againſt Gods Vice-gerents 
here on Earth, if they do.not laviſhly ſubmit to their 
laſts and pleaiures. Our- Saviour both knew, and 
acted better things, and if we follow: his example, and ' 
are acted by his Spirit, fo I am ſure ſnall we do too, 
and every one of us ſhall be. found buſicd in ſuch aQti- 4 
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C' - - A. Sermon preached = 
onsy- 25 we need not _fear-appearing before the Sun at 
noon ; ; the truemembers that Body whereof Chriſt 
is Head, need not run into holes and corners, to find 
out ways for carrying on thetr cauſe, for tis ſo good a 
one, they may own it any where, and fear no defence 
can be made againſt it, | 
As tothe next Articles, that he was conceived by the 
Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, I am ſure theſe 
give no countenance to murthering of Kings; and he 
mult needs be a ſubtle diſputant that can draw any Ar- 
uments from ſuch Topicks as theſe are. And I am 
Pure for the next Articles That he ſuffered under Pozx- 
tins Pilate, was Cruciftied, Dead, and Buried; I 
ſay, I am ſure that no man-hath any Letter of Li- 
cence from theſe, to lift up his hand againſt his Bet- 
ters: for did our Saviour ſutter with that meekneſs and 
{1bmiſon,' with that patience and acquieſcence in the 
Divine Will, and that upon fo unjuſt grounds, as if 
he had beenan Impoſtor and deceiver of the People %g 
nay further, did he ſuffer with ſo much condeſcenſion, 
who could by the Word of his Mouth,or the Breath of his 
Noftrils,have deſtroyed and ſcattered all thoſe whoatthatr 
time were the Inſtruments of that inhumanity to him : 
and muſt thoſe who pretend to be his only Diſciples plot 
Miſchief, meditate Cruelty, hatch Wickedneſs, and all 
under a pretence.of ſerving him and his Intereſt ? God 
forbid. Did onr Saviour ſuffer, and muſt we from thence 
think, we have good reaſon to make others ſutter too ? 
Do weblame the Jews for injuſtice, and at the ſame 
time do the ſame- our ſelves? God forbid. Happy, 
thrice happy is it for a great part of Chriſtendome , 
that ſome thar profeſs to be our Saviours Heirs on Earth 
are not veſted with his power as well as with a pretence 
to his Infallible Spirit ; if they were, methinks I = 
the 


5x, $4 " " as * £35 # 
4 © 4 $4: py : 5 doe atde EF CPI. - - A 8 * 
Wo of rot dove 
4 A el £ 


before the T:ard-Mayor. 7) 
rhe: Heavens preſemly raining dowh Fire ant Brim: 
ſtone upon all Proteſtant Countreys whatſoever 
and Legions of Angels ſurnmoned to wait upon his 
High and Mighty Holineſs, and each of them with 
a Sword in his hand, cutting down thoſe Monfters 
of Infidelity, who will not believe Bread, that hath 
all the accidents of Bread, to be God himſelf, who 
will not be'ieve a Pardon from the Pope to be as 
good as one from God himſelf, who will not believe 
the Virgin Mary to be as prone an object 'of Sups 
plication as the Eternal Son of God. leth 

But to-proceed, What can we gather for. the 
Vindication of the Church of Rome, for all her 
Wicked Defigns and Cruelties againſt ſo great a 
part of mankind as the Proteſtant: Countreys are, 
from that Article, namely, The Third Day he roſe 
again? Did he riſe 0n/purpole toigive Committion 

4to-St. Peter to ſettle a jurifdiftion in the Imperial 
City of Rome, whereby the Church might beeve- 
ry ways above the' State, and-"by virtue of which, 
Princes were to -hold the Stirrup , while his Suc- 
ceſſors might get on Horſe-back ? Did he riſe again 
to make Laws, That all who had ſworn homage ts 
Princes, with whom the Pope 1s difpleaſed ar that 
time, whether upon juſt or:unjuſt grounds it is all 
one ; ( For he being Infallible; the cauſe muſt lye 
on his fide ; )) I ſay, that all that had ſworn homage 
to Princes with whom he is pleaſed to quarrel, are 
abſolved from thoſe Oaths purely upon the ſtore of 
the Popes diſpleaſure conceived againſt them,.:and 
that they muſt never obtain remiſlionof their. fins, 
but by fighting againſt thoſe Princes, though: the 
Fe 4 C Scripture 


»o - A Sermon preached 

Scripture, which one would think is backt with- as 
good Authority as. the Pope pretends to, at the fame 
time ſays that we ſhould obey thoſe that are ſer over 
us, and be ſubject untoevery higher power, and give 
unto Ceſar the things tht are Ceſars? No,no,our Savi- 
our roſe again upon no ſuch account, the Apoſtle tells 
us another ſtory, he roſe again for our Jultification, he 
xoſe againthat we might in imitation of him ſet our 
afteQtions upon things above, and not on things on 
earth,he roſe again, that his Reſurre&tion might be the 
Firſt-fruits of ours, and aſcertain us that we ſhall after 
vhis life be poſſeſſed of another State. It would not 
have been worth his while to have roſe again, had 
he had nothing el{eto: do but to ſettle a proud gene- 
ration of men in an Infallible Chair, whereby they 
might without controul. give Laws toall the King- 
domes upon Earth, and make every knee bow be- 


fore them, whereby they might burthen the ſeve- 


ral ranks of men with EdiQs of no other nature, 
than what relates to.their Pomp and Grandeur, to 
their wickedneſs and- pleaſare. No, thanks be ta 
. God, our Saviour roſe with other intents, and to 
better purpoſes. 

But let us next ſee whether this uſurpt Authoris 
ty cannot be helped with the next Article, name- 
ly, His Aſcending up to Heaven, after he roſe again; 
may not the Pope from thenee argue, that this 
Aſcenſion of ous Saviour oughtto be an inſtigation 


to him as his Vicar-general, to get above the Au-. 


thority and Command of Princes, and to fit in ſome 
Throne every ways higher than thoſe that Secular 
Princes are pollefled of ? What. is Chriſt gone ta 


Heaven, 


+= a 


"*s 
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Heaven , and muſt-the Pope be checked by Sons 
of che Earth ? And muſt crowned Heads be lo prag- 


1natical as to pretend to any thing, but what 45 de- 


rived from him who is next to Chritt in title and 
degree? Nay, ſtay a little good Maſter Infallibility, 
Chritt aſcended to Heaven that he might fit at the 
Right Hand of God, and intercede for us poor mi 
ſerable ſinners, and when he ſaid All power was gi- 
ven him both in Heaven and Earth, pray what in 
ference does he draw, or .what advice does he give 
upon it? Is ittherefore, Go you my Diſciples, and 
pull the Roman Emperours out of their Chairs, 
and trample upon them, as ſo —_ Lions and Ad. 
ders? Is ittherefore, Go you, and if theſe mighty 
Huffs will not be ruled by you, if they hearken not 
to thoſe Decrees and Canons, to thoſe Counlels 
that are the effects of your general Meetings, pro- 
nounce Anathema's againſt them , thunder out 
your Woes and Curſes, ſhut them out of the Gates 
of Heaven, and let them know what it is to ſcorn 
my Vice-gerent here on earth; go and ſet up ſome 
other perſon with a copſecrated Bahner, and ems 
power him to diveſt the ſtubborn mortal of his Royal 
Scepter ? No,no, our Saviour gave no ſuch advice,but 
like himſelf ſays he, Go preach the Goſpel to every 
Nation, he that believes ſhall be ſaved, and he that be 
lieves not ſhall be damned ; and whereſoever they 
came, inſtead of proclaiming war, he bids them ſay, 
Peace be to this Houle : So that you ſee here 15 little 
comfort for the Triple Crown by Chrilts aſcendin 
up to Heaven, and ſitting at the Right hand of Go 
But you will fay,will he not at laſt come to judge the 
GC 2 quick 
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quick and the dead,” which is the next Article,zzand 
make theſe Kings of the Earth 'know whar it-was 
to. withſtand or oppoſe . the Commands of one, 
whom he had entruſted to manage all his affairs on 
earth, to wit the Pope? Will he not call this Prince 
to:an account for ſtripping him of his Supremacy, 
the other for. ſmelling out a Conſpiracy, the other 
for faſting and praying upon the ſcore of ſome great 
deſign to ſtab the perlon of a Royal Soveraign? T, 
and no doubt but they ought to have judgement pal- 
ſedagainſt them, for vindicating thoſe Miokzs that 
both God and Nature have veſted them -withal, a 
ſort of proud mento ſtand in defence of thoſe -things 
that God and Nature havg committed to their 
charge. Well but thanks be to God, we have ano- 
ther account of Chriſts coming to judge the quick. 
and the dead ; at which time I am afraid many of 
their Holineſfſes will be fonnd to. want thoſe degrees. 
of Saniry, which only car enable a man. to lift 
up his head 'with joy in that great and terrible day. 
Again, the next Article 1s the Belief of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and here they come in for a great ſhare in- 
deed, and tell you that the Pope is. ated by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and-that whatſoever boca on Earth is by 
vertue of the” Infallible afſiſtance-of this Holy Spi- 
r1t': nouge truly T will never give my affent that 


thoſe are atted by the Holy Ghoſt, who make ſuch. 


Decrees, and paſs ſuch ſentences, and-approve ſuch 
horrid ations, as are againſt the plain and clear 
mind of the Spirit of God in Scripture: Tet us but 
refleft upon the true notion of Good Works, and of 
juſtifying Faith , let us but conſider the Ends and 

| "Jp Reaſons 
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Reaſons of the Inſtitutionof Sacraments, and the 
influence they really have upon onr Minds, and thoſe 
the Papilts x alſert, and we ſhall foon come' to a 
reſolution how far the Pope is ated by the Holy 
Ghoſt. EE | 
Well, but we Believe the Holy Catholick Church, 
and that they fay 1s. themſelves, . and by vertu2 ot 
their being ſo, they have ſuch a power to murther 
Princes, and invade the Countreys of reſolved and 
{ſtubborn Hereticks. But ſtay a little, ſhould they 
be the Catholick Church, what would become of 
nine times. more than they are, that profeſs the . 
Chriſtian Religion ? Whence comes this great er- 
rour upon fo many Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, 
as to be out in the very matter of Faith, which is 
ſo neceſſary and eſſential,without the Beliefof which 
we muſt be ruined ? A Catholick Church ? it would 
be better for them if they were but a ſound part of 
the Catholick Church ; but alas fo far from that, that 
they are lik thoſe of whom God complains in the:: 
firſt of 1/aiah, they are full of wounds and bruiſes 
from the Triple Crown upon the Head, to the Gol- 
den Sandals on the Feet, which-is obvious to any 
man who conſiders things aright. And now what 
relief have they from 'The Communion of Saints, 
the next Article * Why thanks be to God, they 
have this, namely, the Prayers of all good men, 
thit God: would *make them- better, that he would” 
purge out the old Leven, and bring them to ſuch 
convictions, as to give way for a thorough' Refor- 
mation , that ſo nothing may be thruſt upon the + 
minds or practices of men, but. what. is oy. 
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laid down in, or faifly deducible from the general 
rules of Holy Scripture. But here comes in another 
Article, and that 1s Forgiveneſs of Sins : and this . 
1 mutt confeſs they have made great and profitable 
work withal; for they can Pardon, nay, they &n 
Crown a: man with Laurels for barbarouſly mur- 
thering a Lawf.il Prince, they can encourage men 
toblow up Houſes wherein are the Flower of No- 
bility, the Cream of Gentry, by promiſing they 
ſhall be ſo far from being accountable, that they 
{hall be rewarded in the World to come ; nay, they 
can grant Indulgences, and diſpenſe with mens ſa- 
crificing to the Devil, provided it be in order to 
the converting of thoſe amongſt whom they do it 
to their Catholick Faith. Well, but though they 
have aſſumed this Power to themſelves, pray let us 
conſider, with what Authority are they backed, by 
whoſe Commiſſion do they at at this rate? by 
none that I know of, but what they proudly have 
aſſumed, without any warrant from God or his Ho- 
ly Son ; for in Scripture, *tis believe and repent, and 
wour ſins ſhall be forgiven, and if you forgive men their 
zreſpaſſes ; not if you revenge your ſelves upon your 
Brethren, not if you murther your Royal Sove- 
raign, and deſtroy your fellow SubjeQs, but if you 
forgive men their treſpaſſes, your Heavenly Father 
will alſo forgive you. Let us therefore come to the 
next Article, the Belief of the Bodies Reſurre&tion : 
and what can they inferr from hence for killing the 
Lords anointed ? No, our RelurreCion is in order 
to the glorification of Soul and Body both togerher, 
in order to the laſt Article, Life Everlaſting ; a _ 

whic 
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which will difcover all the cheats and juggles of 
the Romyſh Church ; and when the Soul once comes 
to Glory, it will 6nd that no man is faved for pat- 
tering over a few prayers by his Beads, for praying 
eo Saints and Angels, for believing a fEtitious Pur- 
gatory, or a ſenſe-contradicting Tranſubſtantiati- 
on, or for acknowledging the Pope to be Chrifts 
Vicar here on Earth: No, no, but we ſhall then 
ſee that by patient continuance 1n well-doing, by 
fighting the good fight, by running the race that 1s 
ſet before us, by vertue of our Souls being furniſh- 
ed with inherent ho'ineſs, it is that menare ſer up- 
on Crowns of _ and enjoy an happy Immorta- 
lity. And thus I have run through the firſt thin 
propoſed, namely, the Articles of our Faith, an 
have conſidered what encouragement the Church 
of Rome hath from any of them to murther Princes, 
or invade the Rights of any Society of men whatſo- 
ever: and we have upon rhe whole ſurvey found 
none at all. Let us now haſten tothe ſecond thing, 
namely, the Rules and Precepts of life, and exa- 
mine whether they give any relief to the Romiſh 
Church, in theſe particulars ; and thoſe chiefly are 
theſe three, namely, To walk ſoberly, rigliteoufly 
and godly.in this preſent evil world : Rules that 
relate to God, our Neighbours and our ſclves:: for 
theſe are all the Relations that man as a rational 
creature comes under. 

Firſt, As to walking Godly, certainly he-1s the 
moſt exa&tin that who carries himſelf to his Creator 
as becomes the ſtate in which he iy who prays to him- 
according: to-his own. appointment , that 15, _ 
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that zeal and fervour, with' that faith and humble 
confidence, with that ſubmiſſion and acknowledge- 
ment, that 1s not only neceſſary but decent, for a 
perſon in his capacity and under his obligations to 
do. | Who hears from him with that awfulneſs and 
attention, with that reverence and ſenſe of diſtance 
that becomes him, who -ſufters under his hand with 
that meekneſs and ſelf-ſurrender that his circum- 
ſtances call upon him for to'do: this I think is a 
very-godly man. Now pray wherein is that which 
we call Popery concernedin all this? Cannot I be 
Godly unleſs I wound the reputation, and then 
ſtrike at the Lives of Princes, unleſs I endeavour 
by all indire&t ways and unlawful methods to ſub- 
vert the Government under which I live? AmTIa 
Godly man becauſe T have requited the greateſt 
| kindneſs with the higheſt ingratitude? Is it God- 
leſs to be zealous Br robbing God of his own 
Glory, by giving it unto Saints and Angels, and 
that' upon all theſe accounts I am ready to blow 
__= peace , the ſafety of my native Countrey ? 
Am Ta Godly man who in order to {ct'up ſeveral 
needleſs and burthenſome things in Religion, am 
forward to rip up the Wombs of teeming women, 
and” to butcher' tender infants, who neither know 
ood -nor evil? God bleſs my Soul from ſuch In- 
ances of Godlineſs as theſe, and if Tam wanting in 
them, nay an Abhorrer of them, I thallfare never 
the worle at the laſt day. * LL OINCLAE! 
' 'Secondly, As for the other Rule of walking ſo- 
berly; 'that is, managing a mans ſelf according ito 
the juſt Laws of temperance and abſtinence ; I 0 
of, ure 


—_ of. "kits Ell; ; "3b Got 4. Powers'of the 
Soul-are in; the exerciſe. of themſelves, the bettrey 
does he'underſtand*his duty: and*the nore/eaſily 
impreſſed by the Reaſons of that duty ; and he wi 
quickly appreheiid, 'that;yyh tlhever principles they 
are that give allowance to horrid Plots, todeſperats 
machinations, to deſtfu@ive. counſels, ſuch as aim - 
at the Lives of Priti6es, and the well-being of pube. 
lickcommunities of men, are not to be entertained .. 
with any zeal and we come. +4 they mult be- me 
whoſe brains are intoxicated with wine or intereſt; 
with pride or ambitioh, whobaffle all thoſe notices - 
of mind, wher reby Kings are guarded, and Bodies 
Politick p reſerved from eminent dangers. A man | 
of Dhriary; whoſe Body does fot govern-and: give 
rules'to the Son, 'that is, to-the Yational part-of 
man, he deeply'underſtands as.well the Peoples Sub- | 
jetion, as rhe;Princes Sovetaignty, -and tlie-necel 
fity of thoſe various: ſubordinktjons that-are in the 
World, ' without a due reſpet to whichthe Worle. 
would « vickly be.turned upſide down ; and there- 
fore let tacka man be thus accoſted by any Romifh: - 
Craftſman, and you ſhall hear his Anſwer: Sir, The. - 
Cauſe, of Holy Chirch 1yes at fake”, 'Hereticks 
by violeiit hands have: Gnvaded her juſt Rights, and 
robb'd her,,of thoſe ancient priviledges w rewith 
ſhe was endowed, his Holmeſs' the Pope hath but 
one Sword in his hand, wherens his dues tro; the 
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fit ſtill and ceaſe to ſound the Trumpet, our com- 
mon Morher the Church will be” reduced: to: hex 
Primitive ſtate, and have ſcarce clothes ro cover 
her nakedneſs. Up therefore and remember our Fa- 
thers. Motto, who was the Patron.of our Order of the 


Jeſuites, Ad majorem Dei Gloriam : icruple no courſe 


though never ſa ſeemingly unlawful, whereby her 
Intereſt may be eſtabliſhed, and the ſons of Herefie 
routed and, confounged ; ' fear, not to-wade throug 
the, blood. of Princes., the, eſtates. of, Cities,” the 
wealth of Countreys.; for nothing is unwarrantable 
where the concerns of Holy-Church once.come- in 
© queſtion. Pray what would a ſober man, a man 
of judgement. and' underſtanding, a.mag of; reaſon 


and a diſcerning ſpirit, whole brains are nor over- 


laden with the fumes of indigeſted wine or meat,fay ? 


Pray Sir forbear your crafty 1gfinuations, your ſubtle 


and plauſible whiſpers, for.] am,taught, not todo evil: 


that good may come of it, I have learned to pray for 
all that are in authority, and not to curſe them, no not 
in my heart, muchlets to ſtab or.-ponyard them, and 
therefore employ thoſe that have lifted themſelves 


amongſt your helliſh crew, your. diſfolute rout and 


_— 


herd of men, whoſe Wills are their. Laws, and whoſe 
Luſts are the only Conſciences they can pretend unto- 
Sothat you ſee here.is no advantage.from this Rule; 
but the more. fober a man is, the more-unfit to be. 
made an Inſtrument for, carrying on this curſed and 
abominable Cauſe. | | 

Fhindly, Let: us examine. the-next Role, 'and 
ehar is of Ju 


aur cruel Adverfaries draw from hence, to make an - 
| 2 Apology, 


op 
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| Apology forall their wicked aCtions, for all cheir bar- 


barous deſigns againſt the Crowns and Thrones of 
Princes? Is 1t Juſtice to ſpoyl another mans goods in 
order to ſtore our ſelves ? Is 1t equity to glutour ſelves 
with revenge againſt our Neighbours, at that time 
when they treat us with all humanity and kindneſs ? 
much leſs can it be juſtice to embrue our hands in our 
Princes blood, when he entertains us with all the 
affeQion that is conſiſtent with the peace or conſtitu- 
tion of the Government under which we live. No, 
no, you mult firſt prove that our Sayiour by ex- 


plicite and plain Commands hath ſubjefted Secular - 


Governours to a Spiritual Monarch, and made that 
SubjeQtion the condition of wearing their Imperial 
Robes and Diadems, buttill then, pray give us leave 
to aſſert, that it is the height of injuſtice and _un- 
worthineſs to endeavour by any means whatſoever 
to.undermine Princes in their credit and reputarion, 
in their Homage and de ar op And therefore, 
good Gentlemen of the Church of Rome, what 
can you pretend to as the ground and reaſon of all 
your ſecret Cabals, of all your cloſe Confpiracies, 
where the thing conſulted is nothing but the ruine 
of well and long ſettled Kingdoaes, in order tothe 
advancement of your preten urch' 
for when you cometo be fully arched and probed, 
we find not the leaſt drachm of equity in all your 
baſe and inhumane reſolutions, for the Thrones of 
Princes are eſtabliſhed by righteouſneſs, .and you 
muſt make your way through all the principles 
thereof, before you can obtain your ends or compa! 
your deſigns. ; Sid Paioe itn a6; 

; D 2 Fourth- 
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- Fourthly,. Let, us: fee: what -Reaſphi (eat be.given 
for. theſe: bloody ations fram the influences-ot the 
Arricles of Faith or. Rules: of Life, and: they-mult 

needs be, like themſelves, nothing but whats 4zino- 

cent and, harmleſs, nothing butwhat is agreeable to. 
him who: was. the Authar of them, the cule of all. 


-whoſe ations. is equity. and-juſtice; love and kind: 
neſs, tenderneſs and compaſſion+-'So that inaword, 


you ſee before a.man canbea'Papiſt;; and governed. 
by the novel. Laws theregl, he-muſt ſhake: hands 
with many of thoſe DoQtrines-and-Precepts, which 
our Lordand Maſter has tecommended toi mens Be- 
lief and Praftice, he. muſt trample upon the Moral 
Laws, which have.an.Etcrnal Reaſon in them, : and- 
allo look. diſdainfully upon. the Poſitive Laws; all 
which are dixeQly oppoſite to: ſuch-nefarious under- 
takings ; he-muſTraze. out of his. Soul-all thoſe cha- 
racers. of Religion. which are -ftamped-there,;and” 


| become. FaQor for thoſe! perfons who-are deybted- 


to eriociples and deeds''of darkneſs ;;he-mult give 
up his. reaſon. an$-underſtanding; his: Conftjence. 


' and-his honour. into the hands of Prieſs,- who. are- 


fivorn tothe errands of his pretended Holineſs, with-. 
aut, asking queſtions ; .in a wordy he muſt;quicrhis 


- manhood to cloſe. with this new-Doftrineof Chrifti- 


Anty 3 the. very concluſion; of athing in the Con- 
clave at Rome, .,muſt be. a” ſufficient Warrant for. 
him'to ſtab Soveraign Princes, and toiventure his. 
lifsfo their cauſe maybe maintatged.' » And Owhat 
an hopetful-Religion's.thisfor men to be fo fond of ! 
what a glorious cauſe isthis for wiſe-menitoeſpouſe ! 
who would not indeed venture his all for-ſo. neceſſa- 

| | Ty 
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| :an-Toſtrumeoe off evesnal life ?. In goodtime in- 
þ wry agidoubt-but-'the- ſenſe, .of chis will encreaſe 
| their-numbers ,- provided i the- greateſt part ofthe 
 Wonldapree: together to jet gotheir reaſon and un- 
derftanding; : their manhood, and whatſoever elſe 
_ entitks4hem tothe denominationof Rational Crea- 
tures; for without this certainly men cannot; ſubject 
- themſelves to: ſuch = Religion. And/thus I have 
id done} with the firſt thing propounded;,namely, to 
prove:that Rebgion rightly fixed; and truly, under- 
ſtood, - gives/no- countenance 0r.-eacouragement to 
actions of cruelty or inhumanity,”' Now thele, he- 
mg true Notions of Religion, let us-enter. jnto. this- 
| | ſerious uae Tg whence $ ma to pot that 
. any people nnder Heaven: proteing this Religion, 
ſhould Sato and __ any encore, ſhould. 
poim_s or advance any deſign, whereby their Fel- 
aw Chriftiens ſhould be. ruined. and ſubverted. in. 
their eftates and- lives tagether, and'we-ſhall- find it 
all ariſes from: principles: of-darknelſs, from a not . 
right underſtanding Religion u1 its proper. and-ge- 
- nuuieſenſs; tf! ht; bs, atioer: Fey 
Firſt, This-poaceeds-from.an-opunon that-we are. 
Heteticks, and; therefore: out: of the ; pale- of the ]. 
'Ehurch;;. for. you muſt underſtand.that theſe..people - 
are ſo fond of their own Deerees -and- Canons, and . 
{o credulous in the point of Infalibility, (though : 
they cannot agree among themſelves. where this In- - 
_ fallibility is lodged) that any man though neyer- lo . 
wilſt.and learned; thongh- never {u devout and .haly, 
though never {d meek andqharitable,” yerit hecome... 
| -N@t-up to a blind beletrof all thang | 
| SS: > 
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'22 A Sermon preached-- 
drines they have thruſt ypon the World; © preſent Aj 
keioolfbe'Soomed att {redelc; and if Mg we 8 
in their clutches, damnedrothe Inquiſition,” _— 
feto, heis ftript of all right either to this or the other 
| World, and he that kills and butchers himroughbr J 
neither to be impleaded in"any foreign; nor yet in 14 
the private Court of his own: Conftience. . I might 
que abundance of Inftinces of this Naturein their 
everaſpackt Council, take this for a taſte. *Jnrhe 
Council of Lioxs held by Innocent the Fourth againft 


Frederick the Second a Roman Emperour, you.have | 
this ſentence. The Pope having conſulted his Bre- I 
thren, and +the Holy Conncil, being Chriſts Vicar | 
here on Earth, to whomat was ſaid in the perſon of © 


St. Peter, Whatſoever you bind on earth, &c. de- 
clares the Emperour bound in Ins fins, and thereup- 
on deprived by Godof his Dominions, whereupon 
hedoes by his Sentence 'depoſe him, and abſolves all - 
from-thew Oaths of Fidelity to him, ftraitly charg- 
ing all perſons to acknowledge him no more Empe. 
rour or King, declaring all that did otherways'ex- 
communicated. And Becan#s Confeſſour to Ferdinand 
* *he Second, fays, no man doubts bur that if Princes 
are contumatious, the Pope may order their lives to 
be taken away, that is, ifthey be Hereticks,as allmen 
are ſuppoſed tobe, that ſubmir-nor to the Edits of 
-the Papal Chair, their Lives are a warrantable 
Victim and Sacrifice to theTntereſt of Holy Church. | 


Andis not this think you a Principle of darknefs, that | 
mien muſtbe called Hereticks; and upon their calling | 
hem fo, rob them-of all thar God and the Laws of the | | 
"Countrey- have made over tothem ? nay that is 1 
3 FTE all, 


before the Lord-Mayor. ' 23- 
We but that men/muſt be Hereticks upon the. bare 
ore of not ſubmitting to ſuch things as are meer 
Innovations, which can challenge their riſe from 
nothing elſe but the Pride'and Interelt of a pretended 
Catholick. Church, that after God hath given men 
all the ſecurity imaginable of being ſaved, upon 
Y the common and apparent Terms of the Goſpel, yer 
| that this ſecuriey-ſhould be nulled and voided barely . . 
T5 upon the acconnt of the Papal Jurisdiftion, by which 
he ſets up himſelf. above God himſelf, is not this ve- 
ry great and wonderful ? that when good mea have 
_ taken allthe-pains and care imaginable to. crucifie 
© their Juſts, to: ſubdue their patingn to bring them- 
felves into obedience to the Laws of the Holy Jeſus, 
yet for all that, they ſhall at laſt be damned, ( for 
{o muſt all Hereticks in. their ſenſe be) pany be-- 
- cauſe they donot aſſent tothoſe groundlets Articles, 
' Which were never eſtabliſhed by divine Authority, 
and that the fafety of mens Souls and Bodies muſt: 
depend upon nothing more thangduch things they: 
have introduced into. the Church” ; pane to ſerve. 
their carnal and ungodly purpoſes: Away with ſuch 
fond and unbottomed notions, and let them call us: 
Hereticks, and pretend.to what they pleaſe inpoint- 
wer over us upon that account; yet let- us hold: 
faſt the form of ſound Words, and keep the Faith 
once delivered to the Saints, and we need notdoubt: 
of our entranceinto Glory. | PIT 
Szcondly, Theſe villainous ations: proceed from a- 
+ ſwaſion that whatſoever they do for the Catho-: 
| lick cauſe is hallowed 'by their. good. intentions, . 
though the things they.doare never ſo baſe an pro». 
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wate.'; Good men !- though they mnrther Prahc 

[ex nor blow: up: Parltamen, Houſes, "th 
they. fire Cities, though they: polite themſielves.of 
other mens hereditary Eltates, why yet fo long as 
y aimat the advancement of Hely Church; 


cauſe before any Court of Judicature.: : Tho many. 


onſec "ito 
: EY 0 
Sd in 


the clear and lively-charaters of a God; befrehetan 


give any affent to ſuch monſtrous falfhoods as theſe 
are; and\wete the Papiſts under a fair conſider: tion 


of things, 1atn,certain they: thenfelves: would flye 


in 


—- 


an i$Santified, and they. are able toplead their 
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before the Lord-Mayor. 25 


intheface of any ſuch poſitions as theſe are.” What, 


ſanAific and make holy an evil ation by good inten> 
tions? Ir is impoſſible, fog all good actions muſt 
have all neceflary Ingredients, orelſe they come un- 
der the denomination of evil ones ; that is, they muſt 
be good materially, the matter of them muſt be fo; 


againſt no natural or Moral Law ; they mult be good 


hnally in their ends or purpoſes, or elle they loſe 
their vertue, Boxum ex integris cauſes, Maluns ex quo- 
vis defettu. And therefore pray let us remember 
that theſe perſons before they can accompliſh their 
horrid and wicked purpoſes and deſigns, tney muſt 
make a breach upon thoſe eternal Laws by which 
Mankind ought chiefly to be governed, they muſt 
offer violence to ſuch things as have the com+ 
mon vote and conſent of mankind on .their ſide, 


and are not theſe think you very hopeful mem- 


bers of the Catholick Church ? nay, ' do not ſuch 
men as theſe make up a very excellent Catholick 
Church it ſelf, in oppoſition to all the reſt of man- 


kind profefſing Chriſtianity® No doubt of it, and 


we all have reaſon to deſire the return-ofa Religion 
amongſt us that vends ſuch Wares as theſe are. Let 
us therefore bleſs God that we are not only Chriſti- 
ans, but Proteſtants ; thatyzs, Chriſtians under more 
clear diſcoveries of the Goſpel, under none of thoſe 
dangerous impoſitions that are laid upon the minds 
of others ; and let nisall notwithſtanding all the dan- 
gers threatned, reſolve to keep our ſelves inthe love 
of God, and in the defence of thoſe great and efſen- 
tial truths that are delivered :down to us, and then 


we need not fear what man can do againſt us. _ .. 
E I bird- 
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| ori preached” | 
' Thirdly, Another Reaſonthe Papiſts pretend: for- 
all thefe barbarous aQtions and undertakings, isa ten- 
der regard they have toghe intereſt and happineſs of 
our Souls, which they ſay lye at ſtake, while we- 
are out of the Arms of. the common. mother the 
hurch of Roe; nay, which they ſay are-impoſ- 
ſible to beſaved. Good men !- hadthey not ſo good 
reaſon for theſe doings, we ſhould live as quietly 
amongſt- them .as our hearts could wiſh ; but they 
cannot be true to their principles of 'zeal and love, if 
_ they ſhouldſee us wallowing ia our blood, hugging 
{ſuch . Principles and Practices as will - inevitably 
bring us to ruine, if they do not retrive.us.. 
And is not this a very ſufficient plea for all their 
<cruelties, and are they not highly to be praiſed, 
dearly to be beloved, and wonderfully to be admi- 
red, that have ſuch a pafſionfor our. Souls, that for - 
their ſakes they will deſtroy our Bodies ? What, 
muſt we ſend theſe men out of Town, who are fo - 
great well wiſhersto usand our Poſterity, that they. 
will ſpare neither coſfnor-painsto bring us into the 
right way again ? Arenot thoſe ſtrange Princes-and 
worſe Parliaments, that ſhall enat-and'make freſh 
Laws to check theſe men in ſo good deſigns, in fo 
piousenterprizes? But ſtay a little, and let us take - 
amore ſerious view of this pretence.; it looks indeed 
with a very og aſpect; with a very-iafinuating. 
countenance at a diſtance; and tis poſſible fools and 
ideots - may be ſurprized with it; but when you 
come to take a nearer view of it, you will find it is a 
.pretence indeed, and noting elſe. Whar, they lave- 
our Souls ? by which way ? by forcing upon m_ | 
a .DC-, 
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a belief of down-right contradictions? byengagi, 
us to ſuch a hon whereby we <A, prk 
the very Heathens, and give adoration to thoſe Be- 
ings which are but our Fellow Creatures ? They fave . 
our Souls ? What, by making ſuch things the condi: 
tions of our eternal happineſs as no ways purifie and 
refine them, and make them like to God ? They ſave 
-our Souls ? by giving Diſpenſations for the moft abo- 
minable ations that were almoſt ever done upon 


9. Fs 


| the ſtage of this preſent World ? No, no, the deſign 


1lyes otherways : they would ſave our Eſtates, but it 
muſt be for themſelves, they would once more ride 
upon the high places of the Earth, and have liberty 
to ſend their Emiſſaries into the Bowels of the King- 
dom in order to gather Peter-pence to maintain the 
Pride and Luxury of Rox, and to be inveſted with 
a power of preferring Italia» Pandors to the fat Bi- 
ſhopricks of Exz/end: theſe lye at the bottom of 
all their deſigns, let their pretences be what they 
will. Our Souls are the leaſt part of their concern - 
or thoughts : for give but the Romiſhpower a foot- 
ing once more 1n the Government of the Realm , 
and then *tis no matter how you live, or how little 


You praQtiſe the Laws of your Religion. The Pope 


was very tender, was he not, of Engliſh-mens Souls 
in King TJohz's time, when for five years together 
h2 interdited the whole Kingdome, and gave a po- 
litive Order, that neither Prayers nor Sacraments, 
nor any Inſtrument 'of Religion ſhould be uſed all 
that time? AnaQion ſufficiently declarative of the 
vaſt regard the See of Rome hath for the ſafety of 
mens Minds and Conſciences. And therefore this 
E 2 Pretence 
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p-ctence muſt bea baitfor Children, for ſuch ashave 
Not arrived to any competency of Underſtanding, | 
| Let but a man jadiciouſly conſult the feveral ac- 

counts that Hiſtory gives of -the Romiſh Church, . M 

and they will ſoon find that Souls are the leaſt part 

of their care and love: feed them but.with the fat 

of the Earth, and let there be a conſtant flowing = 

into their Exchequer, and I will warrant you, you 
 fhallbeſtiled their erndeared Children, and all the 

Bleſſings of that Religion ſhall waitupon you ; and 

let your ſins be never fo great and many, yet, you 

"ſhall not want a ſeaſonable Abſolution, and be lent” 

to Heayen with as. large a Warrant as can be g1: 

ven. | 
Fourthly,. Theſe lewd and -unwarrantable aCtions 
proceed from a falſe perſwaſion, that the Pope hath | 
power in Temporals in order to Spirituals, that 1s, | 
that all the power that Princes are inveſted with, 
may be taken away, if it be for the good of Holy 
Church; and the beſt of it is, the Pope himſelf mutt 
be the only Judge thereof; ſo that upon this Princi- 
ple, no Prince hath any Authority further than the 
Pope doth pleaſe, and when he calls for his Crown, 
and turns himout of his Throne, the command muſt 
be obeyed without any muttering: and this 1s an 
opinion driven ſo high by the Jeſuites, that Bellar- 
mine tells you, God world have been wanting to Lis 
Church, and l:f+ her without that perfeftion that was 
neceſſary for hr very being, if he had not given. ſuch a 

ower into the Popes Hands. For if Temporal Princes # 
ave any diſtint power, inherent in themſelves, 
Holy Church may ſuffer, her Decrees which thware 
| that 
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that Authority, may be ſcorned and ſlightzd ; which: 
by no means mult be eadured, And when we lay the 
Primitive Chriſtizns cid not pretend to any power 
over thole Roman Emperours, in thoſe things which 
Humane Authority inall ages had a Right ro: why 
Bellarmine makes this return again, {Hoc fuit quia 
Chriſtianis deerant wires temporales, ; It was becauſe. 
the Chriſtians had not ſuFÞcient force at that time : 
But when the Emperours became Chriſtians, then 
the ſeveral Popes made thoſe ſeveral Emp-rours 
know their diſtance, and their dependance too. 
This 15 a Doctrine genera'ly owned and vindicated. 
by the Jeſuites, though truly ?cis a- peſtilent on2, 
and hath been the occaſion of as great miſerizs and 
deſolationsas Hiſtory almoſt can parallel. By vertue. 
of this Doctrine it: was that H-zry the Fourth of: 
France was kept out of his Throne for ſo many years 
together ; that ſo many Princes have been excommu- 
nicated, and their Subjedts freed from all Fideliry 
and Allegianee; and if this hold good, and ſtand. 
upon any bottome, truly a man might adjudge is. 
his happineſs, that he was born a Beggar rather. 
| than a Prince;for who would hold a Scepter, from ſo 
arbitrary an Authority, from a Court ſo jealous of 
their own Rights and Immunities, asthey call them, 
that every aCtion of a Prince that looks but like an 
oppoſition to:their Commands, mult preſently di-.. 
velt him of his Crewn and Dignity, and that eve- 
Ty buſie Prieſt upon the leaſt frown or ſuppoſed 
neglec& or injury, muſt threaten the Lords Anointed - 
with his Holinefſes diſpleaſure, with ſome thun- 
dering Bulls, that. ſhall put hum. preſently into _ 
| rank.: 


© ame 
> 7 
9 8; 
: : ” 


ay; Bn SY ; RI > PF ec; 
A _ Rd - 
a <4? 
Ty "a. . 


30. * - A Sermo : 
rank of a Subjet, and a Vaſſal? But thanks bb 


+ Ate cor. 


Ay 2 < Sr. , "> BE or ages wy a” X abt 
2 bo Bit as & Fog s ap be 14 TW GR. "I? bi 
1 59, * Y': "83" LIEN VR. MOL 2h _ 
£ s "pA... +44 ”% " I 
oy 


NG 


7 '" SORE 
7? MBP 
preached 3 


to God weare taught better Do&rine,” namely, -To 
give unto Ceſar the things that are C2/ars, and to 


God the things that are Gods: We give the Prieſt- 


hood that which properly belongs to 1t ; to wit, ts 
conſecrate the Bread,. and Adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, and to preach the Goſpel; but as for making 
Laws, and puniſhing Tranſgreſſors, we leave that 
inthe Hands of thoſe to whom Originally itdid be- 
long. All things which relate to us as we are com- 


munities of men, all necelſary Laws and Conſtitu- 


tions, as-we are united in Chriſtian Bodies, theſe 
we give, nay, God hath put into the hands of Civil 


| Magiſtrates ; and whileſt we inſtruct the Conſci- 


ence, the Governours of the Kingdome have power 
to yo thoſe Hands which would be Rtriking, and 
bridle thoſe Tongues which are clamorous againſt 


| Law and Government; and whatſoeyer power is 


pretended to more than this, it is uſurpt, and can 
make no vlea for it ſelf, neither from the Laws 
of Nature, nor yet from thoſe of Chriſtianity : 


Princes are Gods Truftees and Repreſentatives on 


Earth, and no Spiritual Power hath, any thing to 
do with them any further than to admoniſh them, 
and with all prudence to reprove them of thoſe 
faults, whereby they.become bad examples. Away 


. therefore. with this DoCtrine of Devils, a Doftrine 


fit for nothing e'ſe but to ſer: the. World on fire, a 
Dofrine made on purpole to feed the Luſts, to gra- 
tifie the Pride of ſome aſpiring Church:men; whom 
nothing will ſati5hie, ' but a fulneſs of Power to run 
down all that ſtand in their way : Ilay, away _ 

this 


Members of a Church, that gives every Order and 


| Rank of men their dre, and keeps nothing for her 


ſelf but what is abſolutely neceſſary, and what the 
hath a good warrant tor. ” as 

And therefore for a Concluſion, let us bleſs God 
from our Souls, for living within the pale of a 
Church that gives countenance to nothing that is 
cruel or inhumane; if you do but believe the twelve 
Articles of the Creed, if you live ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly and godly, if you comport your ſelves peace- 
ably in.your ſeveral ſtations, you are accepred as.. 
Members of this Church, and the more ſtedtaſt you 


areto theſe things, the more beloved, and the better 


regarded. And here 1s a Religion worth the own- 
ing, a. Religion agreeable to the eternal Laws, that 
cancels no duty we owe to our Natural or Political . 
Parents, that enters upon no Eſtate another hath a 
legal title to, that takes away no mans lite, unleſs 
judicially proceeded againſt, and found guilty of - 
fuch crimes whereby he makes a forfeiture thereof; 
in a word, a Religion that propoſes eternal life up- 
on. the conditions God himlelf hath fixed in Scri-. 
pture, and hath added nothing to the Goſpel, but 
what-it hath left undetermined, and is become ne- 
ceſfary or convenient for us, conſidered as linked 
into publick Societies and Communities ; which Re- 
ligion, and which Church, that teaches no other 
Religion, God of his infinite mercy preſerve amongſt : 
us-as. long as the Sun and Moonendureth, 
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